
@drabigailjoseph

CS is Political: 
Blending poetry, 
CT, and social 
impact

Let’s chat!
Introduce yourself and check-in 
by answering the question:

What is the smell of joy?
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Participants should be mindful of the following:
1. Sessions are recorded.
2. By default, you are a viewer. Please use the chat to interact with the 

presenter and moderator
3. If you join on screen, please keep your microphone muted when 

you are not speaking with the presenter. Video is recommended but 
optional.

4. Remain professional and respectful. Monitor your own airtime and 
make sure that all voices have a chance to be heard.

Session Norms
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Barefoot Computing Computational Thinking Poster

Computational Thinking Concepts and Approaches

https://www.barefootcomputing.org/resources/computational-thinking-poster
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● Break into small groups to create a 
poster

○ Connection of approach to CS
○ Pictures
○ Quotes

● Group presentations

Lesson One - Exploring CT Approaches

How are computational thinking 

approaches helpful in computer science?

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1m4Jzka2FOi48-t7eYNNkuyekVTAbJ51H2fz1_vfTp40/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1m4Jzka2FOi48-t7eYNNkuyekVTAbJ51H2fz1_vfTp40/edit?usp=sharing
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Amanda Gorman - The Hill We Climb

Let’s chat!

Where were you?
How did it make you feel?
What were you thinking?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jp9pyMqnBzk
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A Twitter Challenge

https://twitter.com/averypickford/status/1351944278373634049?s=20
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Challenge Accepted

https://twitter.com/drabigailjoseph/status/1351953666748477440?s=20
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● Watch the Inauguration Poem Video
● Provide a copy of the poem

(Transcript from The Hill)

● Break into small groups to create a 
poster

● Connect parts of poem to the CT 
Concepts

● Group presentations

Lesson Two - Explore CT Concepts

What can we learn about computational 

thinking from poets?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1asX-g9mPPWsuFqrythkyRAtOaoWUDhhJqHQgfW_vSAk/edit?usp=sharing
https://thehill.com/homenews/news/535052-read-transcript-of-amanda-gormans-inaugural-poem?rl=1
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1kjEM1M-JQ_qC33CGWtAlDrR9ZvpZd_cempwGwcWPkz4/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1kjEM1M-JQ_qC33CGWtAlDrR9ZvpZd_cempwGwcWPkz4/edit?usp=sharing
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TED Talk - Using your voice is a political choice

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaZBgqfEa1E
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● Watch Amanda Gorman’s 
TED Talk

● Break into small groups to 
answer questions and 
create a poster

● Group presentations

Lesson 3 - Creativity, Poetry, CS Parallels

Is computer science 

creative and political?

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1_scSR9EAVl6oG3oaH2jhnn1I1dgWJ4v-uBfv8oL5wEk/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1_scSR9EAVl6oG3oaH2jhnn1I1dgWJ4v-uBfv8oL5wEk/edit?usp=sharing
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Assignment Requirements -  Create a Google 
slide:
● A poem stanza in the style of Amanda 

Gorman’s The Hill We Climb poem as it relates 
to Computational Thinking Concepts and 
Approaches or the questions we answered 
about Computer Science. Remember there is 
no wrong answer. 

● Take a risk!
● A picture
● Decorate your slide to make it your own

The Hill We Climb - CS Edition

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGF8nOEtgYo
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CS is creative and political

Take the challenge and the 
inspiration

The future is ours to change

Let’s continue to dream together!
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