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A Design Thinking Journey

@The Harker School



dr.abigailjoseph@gmail.com

@drabigailjoseph
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My Teacher Journey
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Prospect Sierra 
School The Harker School

Teacher Gap Year
Castilleja

St. Simon School The Nueva School The Harker School
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MS Director of Learning, 
Innovation, and Design

The Harker School
abigail.joseph@harker.org
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Design Thinking 
in the 

classroom

Computer Science and DT in the MS and HS
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6th Grade CS
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Introducing Design Thinking
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https://prezi.com/nq0suu8kfh9a/design-thinking-steps-to-becoming-a-young-designer/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
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Customer Requirements



6th Grade Name Card Design
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6th Grade Name Card Design
10



6th Grade Name Card Design
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6th Grade Zoom Background 
Design
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https://6css227abigails.blogspot.com/


6th Grade Zoom Background 
Design
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6th Grade Video Game 
Design
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Ideate & Feedback
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Prototype & Feedback
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6th Grade 
Innovation Lab 

Elective
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Tamagawa Harker Innovates
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● Started 2019 - 2020
● Video Global Exchange Program 

○ 5th Grade Japan
○ 6th Grade Innovation Lab Elective

● Design Prompts
○ We lose items all the time. How can we not lose everything? Help 

Suhami!
○ How can we make our bags lighter? Please help, Ryder! Thank 

you!
○ Our walk from station is long. Can you think of a fun thing to do on 

the way?
● Flipgrid used for communication



US Digital 
Worlds
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Minecraft Cribs
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7bM4pLbhT8


5th Grade Step 
Up Day
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Thirty Circles



DT @ Harker 
with Staff

Professional Development Debrief
&

Social Good Hackathon
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Professional 
Learning 
Debrief
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Girls Driving For 
Difference (Girl Possible)
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http://www.girlsdrivingforadifference.com/


Harker Problems
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World Problems
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Define the Problem
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Empathy Interviews
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Brainstorm Solutions
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Brainstorm Solutions
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Pick a solution
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Experience Prototypes
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Prototype Feeback

37



Civic 
Hackathon
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LID Grant
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● Defining 8th Grade US History teacher idea for a civic 
hackathon

● Inspired by
○ Facing History and Ourselves
○ Notre Dame High School (San Jose, CA) high school 

hackathon
● Created and prototyped parts in one week with 

students during the summer

https://photos.app.goo.gl/AKmbvmatHVR2UUXY7
https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/can-empathy-be-hacked
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Defining Terms
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● Technology is…
● Community is…
● Social justice is...



Warm Up - What’s another 
name for boss?

cloud | mountain | ocean | painting
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Defining the Problem
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Brainstorm Solutions
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Prototype
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Expert Feedback
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Pitch/Demo
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● Website to encourage voting to 
influence global warming policies

● Breaking the stigma of mental health



New Space 
New DT Dreams 

Starting Over: Moving to a new campus
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Out with the old
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In with the new
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LID Center - Design for 
Social Good
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Vision:
The LID Center creates conditions for discovering opportunities to take 
action to improve ourselves, better our communities, and change the 
world. 

Mission:
The LID Center sparks the curiosity and imagination of a community of 
maker-empowered learners. We embrace the power of risk-taking and to 
innovate with the belief that good design has the power to make good 
social change.



LID Center - Design for 
Social Good
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Values:

Community
Foster development of a community of lifelong learners in an inclusive and collaborative 
environment through hands-on experiences with emerging technologies.

Care
Develop empathy and compassion for others’ problems and concerns

Curiosity
Explore new and emerging technologies with a critical and curious lens

Design
Work in collaboration to design solutions with awareness of social implications

Act
Cultivate a bias towards action and leadership for problem-solving and pursuing change



LID Center - Design for 
Social Good
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Goals:
● Welcome and engage faculty with makerspace tools through 

hands-on experiences, trainings, and workshops

● Cultivate LID Center student (Student LID Council) and faculty 
(department experts) ambassadors 

● Development informal learning times for faculty and students



Just Begin.
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dr.abigailjoseph@gmail.com
abigail.joseph@harker.org

@drabigailjoseph
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Free templates for all your presentation needs

Ready to use, 
professional and 

customizable

100% free for personal 
or commercial use

Blow your audience 
away with attractive 

visuals

For PowerPoint and 
Google Slides

https://www.slidescarnival.com/?utm_source=template

